Finding a Permanent Home for S. Robert Powell’s 
American Coin Silver Spoon Collection 


In 2021, in order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations 
of historians interested in American-made metealwork from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, S. Robert Powell offered to donate his collection of 346 
American coin silver spoons to the following museums and libraries: 

1. Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library 

2.Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

3. Boston Museum of Fine Arts 

4. Philadelphia Museum of Art 

5. New-York Historical Society 

6 Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 

7. The Brooklyn Museum 

8. Historic New England, Otis House 

9. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City 

Two of those organizations (The Brooklyn Museum and Historic New England, Otis 


House) did not reply to his letter. The letters to all nine of these organizations—and 
the responses from seven of them--are shown below. 


S. Robert Powell 
srp18407(Qgmail.com 


American coin silver spoon collection 


From: S. Robert Powell <srp18407 @gmail.com> 

Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 11:11 AM 

To: Museum Collection <museumcolls@winterthur.org> 
Subject: American coin silver spoon collection 


June 28, 2021 


Museum Collections Division 
Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library 
5105 Kennett Pike 

Winterthur, DE 19735 


Dear Friends of American History: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the 
period from the late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is 
a summary description of those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

-- 1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed 
by the silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as 
photographs of all of the tablespoons in this collection and all of the teaspoons 
from the late 18" century to the early 19" century, are given in the catalogue that I 
have created for my collection, a copy of which is attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of 
historians interested in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, I would like to donate, at the present time, my collection of 
346 American coin silver spoons to the Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library. 


If the Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library is interested in adding to its 
collections these 346 American coin silver spoons, I will make arrangements either 


to deliver them in person or ship them to the Winterthur Museum, Garden & 
Library. 


Sincerely, 
S. Robert Powell 


524 Fallbrook Road 
Fell eter PA 18407-8204 


Ann Wagner <awagne@winterthur.org> 4:0 
i 
PM 

September 30, 2021 


to me, Laura 
Dear Mr. Powell, 


| must begin with an apology that your kind email and offer of silver spoons has not received a reply 
until now. Your message arrived just at the juncture when our department assistant position changed 
and the magnitude of the project of comparing your collection to Winterthur's did not receive attention 
immediately. | am sorry for that, and for the silence on our end. We are grateful to you for considering 
Winterthur as a possible new home for your silver, and hope this delay hasn’t caused too much dismay. 


As of this date, our new assistant has carefully worked through the list you provided and cross- 
referenced it with the existing spoon collection, which numbers close to 9,000 items. She determined 
that Winterthur already has examples of the maker’s marks on a spoon or small silver item for all but 
one of yours! Only William Moulton IV is un-represented in spoon collection, but his mark is on file in 
the library's photo collection. Our silver spoon collection was formed by two primary collectors with the 
aim of shaping a reference collection. We are not looking to duplicate existing marks, but to broaden the 
examples of maker’s represented. Therefore, | must decline your kind offer. 


| suspect assembling this impressive collection has been a pleasurable pastime for you, and sincerely 
hope that you can find a new home for each one. Your generosity is appreciated, and | hope you will let 


me know when you are next visiting Winterthur. 


With kind regards, 


Ann Wagner 


Ann Wagner 

Curator of Decorative Arts 

Direct 302.888.4913 

Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library 
5105 Kennett Pike 

Winterthur, DE 19735 

winterthur.org 


October 4, 2021 


Dr. Susan J. Rawles 

Associate Curator of American Decorative Arts 

The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

200 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23220 
CuratorialInquiries@vmfa.museum 


RE: American Coin Silver Spoons 
Dear Friend of the American Decorative Arts: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the period from the 
late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is a summary description of 
those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed by the 
silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as photographs of all the 
tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the late 18" century to the early 

19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have created for my collection, a copy of which is 
attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of historians interested 
in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, I would like to 
donate, at the present time, my collection of 346 American coin silver spoons to the The Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts. 


If The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts is interested in adding to its collections these 346 American 
coin silver spoons, I will make arrangements either to deliver them in person or ship them to The 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. 


Sincerely, 
S. Robert Powell 


524 Fallbrook Road 
$e je PA 18407-8204 
18407 ail. 


On Fri, Oct 8, 2021 at 1:47 PM Rawles, Susan <susan.rawles@vmfa.museum> wrote: 
Dear Mr. Powell 


Thank you very much for your email and the generous offer of your collection of coin 
silver spoons. As much as I'd like to accept your donation, | feel I would be doing you a 
disservice. VMFA is not the best institution for your collection, we would be unable to 
show the collection as a whole, which | think is the best opportunity to understand and 
appreciate its purpose. | would encourage you to offer the collection to an institution that 
offers an educational training platform - somewhere like the Winterthur Museum in 
Delaware, where students of the decorative arts would have an opportunity to examine 
the collection as well as appreciate its art historical merits. Colonial Williamsburg may 
be another option. 


| hope this isn't a disappointment. Thank you very much for your interest in VMFA. 


All best, 
Susan Rawles 


Susan J. Rawles, PhD 
Elizabeth Locke Associate Curator of American Decorative Arts 


Vitginia Museum of Fine Arts 
200 N. Arthur Ashe Boulevard / Richmond, VA 23220 
T (804) 340-5518 


S. Robert Powell <srp18407@gmail.com> Zz 
S 
PM 

to Susan 


October 8, 2021 
Dear Susan: 


Thank you for your positive, thoughtful, and very helpful response, as a 
museum professional, to my offer. 


| will, as you suggest, contact both the Winterthur Museum and Colonial 
- Williamsburg about my collection. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell 


American coin silver spoon collection 
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S. Robert Powell <srp18407@gmail.com> 
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October 4, 2021 

Museum of Fine Arts 

Avenue of the Arts 

465 Huntington Avenue 

Boston, MA 02115 


RE: American Coin Silver Spoons 
Dear Friends of American History: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the period 
from the late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is a 
summary description of those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 
--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed by 
the silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as photographs 
of all the tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the late 18" century 
to the early 19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have created for my 
collection, a copy of which is attached to this message. 


In order to preservé and make accessible to present and future generations of 
historians interested in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, I would like to donate, at the present time, my collection of 346 American 
coin silver spoons to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 


If the Boston Museum of Fine Arts is interested in adding to its collections these 346 
American coin silver spoons, I will make arrangements either to deliver them in 
person or ship them to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 


Sincerely, 
S. Robert Powell 


524 Fallbrook Road 
Fell eksemet PA 18407-8204 


570- 282-0385 


[Page No. 12 in SRP 2021 Journal attached] 


GiftsOfArt 2:13 
PM) 
to me 


Thank you for contacting the Gifts of Art Program at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston. We appreciate your message and will reply as soon as possible. For more 
information on gifts of art, please visit our web page at https:// 

art. 


If you are interested in donating art, please email detailed information for our curators to 
review: 

Owner's contact information, with e-mail and phone number 

Clear images of the artwork 

Description of the artwork: artist or culture of origin, title or object name, date, 
materials, dimensions, marks or signatures, and condition 

Provenance: where it was acquired and past history of ownership if known 


After we receive this information, please allow up to 4 weeks for us to review your offer 
and reply individually. Many thanks for supporting the MFA, and best wishes for the 
new Pe ahead. 


GiftsOfArt 3:1 


to me, GiftsOfArt October 13, 2021 


Dear Mr. Powell, 
Thank you for contacting the MFA about making a gift of art of your historic coin collection. 


| have forwarded these materials along to the relevant curatorial department to review your 
artwork. Please be advised that this process normally takes 2-4 weeks to complete, as the Museum 
regularly receives a large number of inquiries regarding gifts of art and most of our staff continues to 
work remotely. 


We are grateful that you have considered the MFA as a home for your artwork, and we look forward to 
corresponding with you soon. In the meantime, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
Best wishes, 

Lydia 

Lydia MacKay 

she/her/hers 

Development Associate, Stewardship and Gifts of Art 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

www.mfa.org | Ømfaboston 

The MFA is open to the public though most staff continue to work remotely. 


American coin silver 


ee a 


S. Robert Powell <srp18407@ gmail.com> 
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PM 
to David.barquist October 8, 2021 


October 8, 2021 


Mr. David L. Barquist 

H. Richard Dietrich, Jr. Curator of American Decorative Arts 
Philadelphia Museum of Art 

2600 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

Philadelphia, PA 19130 


RE: 18" and 19" Century American Coin Silver Spoons 
Dear Mr. Barquist: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the period from the 
late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is a summary description of 
those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed by the 
silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as photographs of all the 
tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the late 18" century to the early 

19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have created for my collection, a copy of which is 
attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of historians interested 
in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, I would like to 
donate, at the present.time, my collection of 346 American coin silver spoons to the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art. 


If the Philadelphia Museum of Art is interested in adding to its collections these 346 American 
coin silver spoons, I will make arrangements to deliver them in person to the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell 

524 Fallbrook Road 

Fell Township, PA 18407-8204 
srp18407(@gmail.com 
570-282-0385 


Barquist, David 5:4 


PM 
to me November 11, 2021 


Dear Mr. Powell, 


Many thanks for sharing this information on your impressive collection of American coin 
silver spoons. | wish the Museum had the capacity to take on such a collection, but we 
have had to face the reality that our storage is finite, and our study collections are 
focused on Philadelphia and Pennsylvania. The wide-ranging representation of makers 
in your collection would be better suited to institutions such as Winterthur or the Yale 
University Art Gallery that have more encyclopedic holdings, and | would suggest 
contacting them if you haven't already. 


Thank you again for thinking of the Museum, and very best regards, 


David 


David L. Barquist 


The H. Richard Dietrich, Jr., Curator of American Decorative Arts 


Philadelphia Museum of Art 
American Art 

t 215-684-7522 

PO Box 7646, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7646 
hilamuseum.org | @philamuseum 


S. Robert Powell <srp18407@ gmail.com> 7:0 
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S. Robert Powell <srp18407@gmail.com> 


to David Barquist 


October 11, 2021 
Dear Mr. Barquist: 


Thank you for your positive, thoughtful, and very helpful response, as a museum 
professional, to my offer. 


I will, as you suggest, contact both the Winterthur Museum and the Yale University 
Art Gallery about my collection. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell 


October 30, 2021 


Ms. Emily Croll 

Deputy Museum Director 
New-York Historical Society 
170 Central Park West 

New York, NY 10024 


RE: 18" and 19" Century American Coin Silver Spoons 
Dear Ms. Croll: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the period from the 
late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is a summary description of 
those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed by the 
silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as photographs of all the 
tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the late 18" century to the early 

19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have created for my collection, a copy of which is 
attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of historians interested 
in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, I would like to 
donate, at the present time, my collection of 346 American coin silver spoons to the New-York 
Historical Society. 


Sincerely, 
S. Robert Powell 


524 Fallbrook Road 
Fell basae PA 18407- 8204 


Debra Bach <dbach@nyhistory.org> 
12:5 


to me November 2, 2021 


Dear Mr. Powell 


Thank you for your kind offer. I am writing in response to your email from Oct. 30, which 
has finally made it to me. 


New-York Historical has over 2000 pieces of silver flatware, primarily from American 
and New York makers. I believe that many of the pieces in your collection replicate 
those that are already held in ours. Would you be at all interested in allowing us to make 
a selection of spoons, rather than taking the entire collection? 


| look forward to hearing from you. 
With best wishes, 


Debra Schmidt Bach, Ph.D. 
Curator of Decorative Arts 
New-York Historical Society 
170 Central Park West 

New York, New York 10024 
Phone 212-873-3400, ext. 321 


American coin silver spoons 
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S. Robert Powell <srp18407@gmail.com> 
3:2 


PM 
to curatorial@thewadsworth.org 


November 1, 2021 


Ms. Brandy Culp 

Richard Koopman Curator of American Decorative Arts 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 

600 Main Street 

Hartford, CT 06103 


Dear Ms. Culp: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the 
period from the late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is 
a summary description of those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed 
by the silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as 
photographs of all the tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the 
late 18" century to the early 19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have 
created for my collection, a copy of which is attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of 
historians interested in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, I would like to donate, at the present time, my collection of 
346 American coin silver spoons to The Wadsworth Atheneum. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell 
524 Fallbrook Road 
Fell fas PA 18407-8204 


American coin niver der 2 o 
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Curatorial 
to me November 4, 2021 
Mr. Powell, 


| spoke with Brandy and she said she may reach out in the near future but not presently 
due to a very busy schedule. Thank you for letting us know about your offer! 


Jordan Fenn 

Curatorial Administrator 

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
600 Main Street 

Hartford, CT 06103 

860.838.4101 
http://Www.thewadsworth.or 


American coin silver spoons 


JE 4 A) 


S. Robert Powell <srp18407@ gmail.com> 


information@brooklynmuseum.org 
November 1, 2021 


Ms. Catherine Futter 

Interim Director of Curatorial Affairs 
and Senior Curator Decorative Art 

The Brooklyn Museum 

200 Eastern Parkway 

Brooklyn, NY 11238-6052 


RE: 18" and 19" Century American Coin Silver Spoons 
Dear Ms. Futter: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the 
period from the late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is 
a summary description of those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

-- 1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
-- 1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed 
by the silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as 
photographs of all the tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the 
late 18" century to the early 19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have 
created for my collection, a copy of which is attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of 
historians interested in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, I would like to donate, at the present time, my collection of 
346 American coin silver spoons to The Brooklyn Museum. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell 

524 Fallbrook Road 

Fell Township, PA 18407-8204 
mail.com 


570-282-0385 


American coin silver 


S. Robert Powell <srp18407@gmail.com> 
12:2 


to info@historicnewengland.org 


November 8, 2021 Wh 


Ms. Nancy Carlisle 

Senior Creator of Collections 
Historic New England, Otis House 
141 Cambridge Street 

Boston, MA 02114-2702 


RE: American Coin Silver collection 
Dear Ms. Carlisle: 


For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the 
period from the late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is 
a summary description of those spoons: 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed 
by the silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as 
photographs of all the tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the 
late 18" century to the early 19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have 
created for my collection, a copy of which is attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of 
historians interested in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and 


nineteenth centuries, I would like to donate, at the present time, my collection of 
346 American coin silver spoons to Historic New England. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 
524 Fallbrook Road 
Fell Township, PA 18407-8204 


srp18407@gmail.com 
570-282-0385 


Harvey, Medill Higgins Zi 


PM 
to me November 17, 2021 


Dear Mr. Powell: 


In reviewing and organizing my email, it appears I never replied to your email from last month. Please 
accept my apologies. Your offer to donate your spoon collection is incredibly kind and generous. At this 
time I am not able to accept your gracious offer as we would not be able to display your collection. I 
cannot in good conscience accept works that we are not able to display. Your collection represents a 
wonderful variety of makers and is a testament to your thoughtful and passionate collecting. I thank you 
for thinking of The Met, and hope you will let me know if you have occasion to be in New York City and 
visit the Museum. 


With thanks and all best wishes, 
Medill 


Medill Higgins Harvey 

Ruth Bigelow Wriston Associate Curator of American Decorative Arts 
Manager of the Henry R. Luce Center for the Study of American Art 
American Wing 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

1000 Fifth Avenue, NYC 10028 

(212) 650-2653 


medill.harveyØmetmuseum.org 


From: S. Robert Powell <srp18407 @gmail.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, October 5, 2021 7:55 PM 

To: Harvey, Medill Higgins <Medill.Harvey@metmuseum.org> 

Subject: [External] - 18th and 19rh century American coin silver spoons 


October 4, 2021 


Ms. Medill-Higgins Harvey 

Ruth Bigelow Wriston Associate Curator of American Decorative Arts 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

1000 Sth Ave, New York, NY 10028 


RE: 18" and 19" Century American Coin Silver Spoons 
Dear Ms. Harvey: 
For many years I have been collecting American coin silver spoons made in the period from the 


late eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth century. Here is a summary description of 
those spoons: 


a 


--Late 18" - early 19" century tablespoons: 46 spoons by 23 makers 

--Late 18" - early 19" century teaspoons: 76 spoons by 43 makers 

--1830s to end of nineteenth century tablespoons: 50 spoons by 26 makers 
--1830s to end of nineteenth century teaspoons: 163 spoons by 101 makers 
--Dessert spoons: 11 spoons by 10 makers 


In my collection, there are a total of 346 spoons, all of which are stamped/signed by the 
silversmiths who made them. Descriptions of these spoons, as well as photographs of all the 
tablespoons in this collection and all the teaspoons from the late 18" century to the early 

19" century, are given in the catalogue that I have created for my collection, a copy of which is 
attached to this message. 


In order to preserve and make accessible to present and future generations of historians interested 
in American-made metalwork from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, I would like to 
donate, at the present time, my collection of 346 American coin silver spoons to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 


If the Metropolitan Museum of Art is interested in adding to its collections these 346 American 
coin silver spoons, I will make arrangements either to deliver them in person or ship them to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


Sincerely, 


S. Robert Powell 
524 Fallbrook Road 
Fell Township, PA 18407-8204 


srp18407(Qgmail.com 
570-282-0385 


